Immunoglobulin-containing cells in liver biopsies of patients with chronic hepatitis and primary biliary cirrhosis.
The numbers of IgA, IgM and IgG-containing cells were studied by means of an indirect immunoperoxidase technique and morphometry in liver biopsies of patients with primary biliary cirrhosis and chronic hepatitis, in whom serum immunoglobulin concentrations were also determined. In patients with primary biliary cirrhosis the absolute and relative number of IgM-containing cells in the liver was significantly higher, whereas the absolute and relative number of IgG-containing cells in the liver was significantly lower compared to patients with chronic hepatitis. IgM-containing cells in liver biopsies of patients with primary biliary cirrhosis correlated strongly with their serum IgM levels. It is concluded that determination of the pattern of immunoglobulin containing cells in liver biopsies may help in the differentiation of primary biliary cirrhosis from chronic hepatitis and that local production of IgM in the liver may contribute significantly to the high serum IgM levels in patients with primary biliary cirrhosis.